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Division 25:  Western Australian Sports Centre Trust, $14 818 000 - 
Mrs D.J. Guise, Chairman. 

Mr J.C. Kobelke, Minister for Sport and Recreation.  

Mr D. Smith, Finance Manager.  

The CHAIRMAN:  The member for Murdoch. 

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  I refer to the first dot point under “Significant Issues and Trends” at page 439.  I believe the 
Sports Centre Trust is undergoing an audit assessment procedure as we speak - or it may have been finished.  
What are the outcomes, costs and objectives of that audit?   

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  As the Treasurer mentioned in his budget speech, the government is embarking upon a 
range of functional reviews.  The Western Australian Sports Centre Trust is lucky to be one of the first two 
organisations that will undergo this new round of functional reviews.  The purpose of the functional review 
process is to ensure that the structure of the organisation best suits what we expect from it.  It is also to ensure, 
therefore, that we have very efficient government.  The Western Australian Sports Centre Trust was chosen to be 
the first to be reviewed because it is a small agency; we have started with the smaller ones rather than the larger 
ones.  Also, with the development of the major indoor sports stadium in Wellington Street, and the potential for 
major stadia - although that is a long way off in terms of our organisational structure - we want to make sure that 
the Western Australian Sports Centre Trust is well structured and properly governed to be able to take on an 
expanded role.  Only time will tell whether it actually gets that expanded role.  We believe that the four facilities 
that are currently being run are an example of how the government can be a manager, and that there are real 
benefits in that process.  The functional review will take some time.  It is being headed by the chief executive of 
the Department of Land Information.  We will go through the same process with a range of other agencies to 
make sure that the structures under which they are currently working are the most effective, and that they are 
well organised and efficient to deliver the maximum benefit for the people of Western Australia.  The 
government believes it should be a fairly direct manager of a range of major facilities. 

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  Is a costing available for the review?  I suspect it will not come out of the budget of the 
Department of Sport and Recreation in any event.   

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  The funding of the functional review will come out of the Department of Treasury and 
Finance. 

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  Good. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  I refer to the major initiatives for 2006-07 at page 442.  I notice that no major events 
have been planned for the SpeedDome.  Is that a concern?  Are initiatives likely to be put in place to attract 
major events to the SpeedDome?  In 2005-06 two major events were staged at the SpeedDome.   

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  In 2005-06 we held the international track cycling grand prix at the SpeedDome.  Work is 
being undertaken to see whether we can get that event again in 2006-07.  However, we do not have it as yet.   

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  Is that a concern?  

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  It is a magnificent facility.  It needs to be utilised to maximum capacity.  That is a 
management issue.  As I have indicated, the Western Australian Sports Centre Trust has to deal with a range of 
issues.  It is sometimes very difficult to get the sponsorship to get programs through.  I understand that in the 
lead-up to the Commonwealth Games in Melbourne, the British and the Malaysian cycling teams, as well as the 
Australian teams, used the SpeedDome for practice.  Those sorts of training programs also help make it a very 
valuable facility.   

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  The first two dot points under “Major Initiatives For 2006-07” at page 443 refer to the 
staging of rock concerts at Arena Joondalup and Challenge Stadium.  How successful were those events, and 
what does the minister have planned for next year? 
[5.00 pm] 
Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  These facilities are managed to ensure that they are used for a whole range of community 
events.  Some of those events will clearly be for promotion of a particular sport.  Therefore, the cost of 
maintenance and management may not be returned by the takings at the gate from that sport.  That cost needs to 
be counterbalanced by running commercial events such as rock concerts.  They provide a revenue return to the 
trust.  That helps them to meet their costs and subsidise other state sporting organisations that are not cashed up. 
Mr T.K. WALDRON:  So they are quite successful and they contribute?  
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Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  They are.  They may get a dud from time to time if it does not run that well for some 
reason.  That is then an issue for the trust itself in terms of what is the best management model, whether it is just 
a promoter who comes in and books the facility or whether it takes some role and shares some of the profits.  
There are different arrangements put in place from time to time.  Clearly, the trust has to pursue a commercial 
role when appropriate in order to help meet the running costs and minimise the cost to some other major sports 
which are not cashed up. 
[Mr P.B. Watson took the chair.] 
The appropriation was recommended. 

Meeting suspended from 5.00 to 5.03 pm 
 


